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Prison Library  
Support Group
(Germany)
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How to help?
• �Support incarcerated people in getting access to appropriate 

media.
• �Donate current media that is not older  than five years and  could 

be of interest to the user. Therefore, please contact first the officer 
in charge of the prison library in the correctional facility.

• Donate money.
• �Raise people’s awareness for the needs of the Prison Library 

Support Group.
• �Offer book events and take the initiative for new funding projects.
• �Join the Prison Library Support Group 

(Förderverein Gefangenbüchereien e.V.).

We will be happy to provide you with a contact person from our 
association or with other potential cooperation partners regarding 
any question, suggestion, project planning, or exchange of   
experiences.

Förderverein Gefangenenbüchereien e.V. 
Gerhard Peschers (Second Chairman)
Mühlenstraße 61
D - 48268 Greven 
Germany  
mobile phone: +49 (0) 1578 40 66 253 
Email address: kontakt@fvgb.de
Websites: www.fvgb.de and www.libertree.eu 
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Books beyond bars: 
The transformative potential of prison libraries

Lisa Krolak

For more references, please visit the website of the Prison Library 
Support Group. 

Websites
Homepages of the Prison Library Support Group: 
www.fvgb.de and www.libertree.eu 

 
International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), Project page  
for prison libraries worldwide:
https://www.ifla.org/library-service-to-people-in-prisons/ 

LEBEN – FREIHEIT
HOFFNUNG

— Gedanken von Gefangenen —

LE
B

EN
 –

 F
R

EI
H

EI
T

 –
 H

O
F

F
N

U
N

G
   

Ge
da

nk
en

 v
on

 G
ef

an
ge

ne
n

Ausgewählte Texte vom bundesweiten  
Schreibwettbewerb 2021 für Menschen in Haft

Herausgegeben vom 
Förderverein Gefangenenbüchereien e.V. 

Förderverein Gefangenenbüchereien e.V. 

Über dieses Buch

Im Jahre 2021 lud der Förderverein Gefangenenbüchereien e.V. Menschen 
in Haft und Arrest zur Teilnahme an einem bundesweiten Schreibwett -
bewerb ein – zu einem der Themen Leben, Freiheit, Hoffnung. Als Koope - 
ra tionspartner waren das UNESCO Institut für Lebenslanges Lernen (UIL) 
Hamburg, das Ministerium der Justiz des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen 
und der Förderverein KonTEXT Leseprojekt e.V. in München am Schreib-
wettbewerb beteiligt.

Die Resonanz war überwältigend. Fristgerecht haben 301 Insassen aus  
80 Justizvollzugs- und fünf Jugendarrestanstalten in Deutschland rund 
400 Beiträge eingereicht. Aus diesen Beiträgen hat eine Jury 40 Bei träge 
für die engere Wahl ausgewählt, aus denen am Ende zehn Texte aus  
Justizvollzugsanstalten und einer aus dem Jugendarrest im November 
2021 prämiert wurden. 

Dieses Buch veröffentlicht die 40 ausgewählten Beiträge.
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Improved Library Services For Incarcerated Persons
In general, every correctional facility provides library services for 
incarcerated individuals—either directly or through access to a 
catalogue. For many prisoners, this is the first time they consciously 
discover reading and come to value the library as a “pharmacy 
for the soul.” Prison libraries offer meaningful opportunities for 
constructive use of leisure time, supporting recreation, education, 
and personal development among the prison population.
The Prison Library Support Group aims to raise awareness among 
both citizens and institutions, encouraging a shared sense of 
social responsibility and solidarity. In cooperation with correctional 
facilities, the group works to improve library services for individuals 
in prison and under arrest.
Its members include private individuals as well as professionals 
from diverse fields, such as librarians, booksellers, prison service 
officers, architects, authors, and lawyers, along with various 
institutions.
The Prison Library Support Group maintains close connections with 
the German Library Association, the German Association for Literacy 
and Basic Education, PEN, the Goethe-Institut, and UNESCO. 
Founded in December 2016 by 24 members at the Münster 
Correctional Facility in Germany, the group seeks to expand its 
membership both nationally and internationally in order to promote 
a wide range of projects. Its work is closely linked to the relevant 
section of the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA).
Today, the Prison Library Support Group has grown to 130 members. 
Its honorary members include Peter Finkelgrün, Denis Goldberg († 
2020), Jiří Gruša († 2011), Günter Kunert († 2019), Rolfraffael Schröer 
(† 2022), and Ruth Weiss († 2025).

Remarkable Facts from the Chronicle of the Prison 
Library Support Group 
“Library of the year 2007” in Germany
The prison library of the Münster Correctional Facility 
was awarded German Library of the year 2007. 
The jury states that the Prison Library Support Group  
created the fundamentals to share this model 
experience nationwide.

Concept and Space Renewal 
Inspired by the award ceremony, Prof. Julia Bolles-Wilson,  
a member of the Prison Library Support Group, conducted two 
seminars at the Münster School of Architecture. These seminars 
led to the design of spaces for 12 new prison libraries, several of 
which were subsequently realized. In addition, she initiated further 
renovations and improvements in other prison libraries.

Sender

 ToFörderverein Gefangenenbüchereien e.V.
Gerhard Peschers (stellv. Vors.)
M
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48268 Greven
Germ

any

Direct Debit Authorization
Dear Sir or M

adam
,

I hereby authorize the Prison Library Support Group 
on a revocable basis to w

ithdraw
 m

y m
em

bership fee from
 m

y 
bank account by m

eans of a direct debit as follow
s: 

IBAN: �

Sw
ift / BIC:� 

Bankers: �

If m
y account does not have the required coverage, the account-

keeping bank institute (Sparkasse M
ünsterland Ost, BIC 

W
ELADED1M

ST, Förderverein Gefangenenbibliotheken e.V.: 
IBAN DE33 4005 0150 0034 1359 96) is not obliged to cover the 
subm

itted direct debit.

 
Date 	

 	
Signature

Author Readings
Authors repeatedly participate in events behind bars, thus showing 
solidarity with the Prison Library Support Group, e.g. Joe Bausch, Jiri 
Grusa (†), Günter Kunert (†), Sten Nadolny, Bernhard Schlink, Marga 
Spiegel (†), Erich Loest (†), Wolfgang Hohlbein, Sebastian Fitzek as 
well as members of the writers’ association or the PEN.

Treveling Exhibitions

The association offers the following two travelling exhibitions:
„Libertree. Bücherbäume überbrücken Mauern“ presents a vision of 
dialogue and integration across dividing walls between people 
through the use of media. Further information is available at: 
www.libertree.eu 
„Lesen verbindet – Alphabetisierung als Menschenrecht“ documents 
the issue of low literacy, both in Germany and internationally.
Further information is available at: www.raus-blick.de

Specialist Literature
In 2013, the Prison Library Support Group published the reference 
work “Bücher öffnen Welten: Medienangebote für Menschen in Haft 
in Deutschland und international” with the publisher De Gruyter.  
The publication was presented at the International Library Congress 
in 2015 in the form of a poster session.
In 2017, documentation on the Münster prison library—formerly 
awarded “German Library of the Year 2007”—was published.
In 2019, UNESCO published  “Books Beyond Bars” on prison libraries 
worldwide, written by  a member of the Prison Library Support Group. 
It was presented at the International Library Congress in 2019 as a 
poster session and translated into German in 2020 under the title 
“Bücher hinter Gittern.”

Award Competition ”Prison Library of the Year”
On the occasion of its 10th anniversary, an award competition for 
prison libraries was announced for the very first time in 2016 by the 
Prison Library Support Group.
It honors successful library services for incarcerated persons, setting 
important impulses for the future development of prison libraries.

Writing Competition “Life, Freedom, Hope”
In 2019, 300 inmates submitted over 400 original texts. A selection 
of 40 of these works was published as a paperback.

Major Achievements

Members of the Prison Library Support Group have expressed the 
impact of prison libraries in the following statements:

A user-friendly, well-designed prison library invites individuals 
to experience the rich diversity of literature. Its media services 
are perceived by incarcerated persons as both a privilege and an 
opportunity.  
Bernhard Schlink, author

Studies show that incarcerated individuals often face greater 
challenges in reading and writing than the general population. 
Therefore, a well-stocked library, combined with active reading 
promotion and the provision of accessible literature for adults, is 
essential.
Peter Hubertus, CEO of the German Association for Literacy and Basic 
Education (1995–2014)

“We should offer prisoners new perspectives and opportunities 
from the very first day of their detention. They should encounter 
stories beyond those they already know; they should read—an 
active and engaging process—and develop reading as a source of 
enjoyment and comfort. This may not make them better people, 
but it can make them more hopeful. That would be a major 
achievement.”
Sten Nadolny, author

Many individuals become delinquent in part because they have not 
learned how to use their leisure time constructively. Prison libraries 
therefore play an important role in supporting social rehabilitation. 
Roswitha Müller-Piepenkötter, 2005-2010 Minister of Justice in  
North Rhine-Westpahlia

Reading reveals new ways of living and opens up fresh perspectives 
on one’s own life.
Maria Look, Head of Münster Correctional Facility (2001–2014) 

Immersed in reading, the constraints of reality fall away. 
Günter Kunert (†), author
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